Cookies
What are cookies?
Many of the websites you view place small text files on your computer. This enables the site to recognise your computer each time you visit. We call these text files ‘cookies’.

What do cookies do?
There are three types of cookie.

1.
Essential cookies
Certain cookies are essential for saving settings or preferences during your visit or until your next visit to a website. If you decline cookies from a particular website, the site will ‘remember’ your preference by placing an essential cookie. Without this, you would have to answer the same questions each time you visit.

2.
Tracking cookies
Some cookies inform the website which pages you are viewing, in what order, and for how long. Using this information, the website can compile statistics that will help it adapt to its visitors’ wishes. Such cookies are similar to those used for conducting online surveys.

3.
Third-party cookies
Some websites contain cookies from third-party websites. When placed on your computer, they automatically activate handy extras, like Google Maps (with interactive route description), a Facebook ‘like’ button, or a Twitter messaging option. These cookies inform the website you are viewing whether you are logged into Google, Facebook or Twitter.

No personal information
The cookies placed by Xxx.nl contain no personal information. They cannot be used to identify you. This would require a combination of type-3 cookies and your login details for third-party websites (which can often be traced to individuals). Without additional information, cookies cannot threaten your privacy.
Do you object to cookies?
When you view a page on Xxx.nl, you are asked whether you will accept cookies. The cookies referred to are types 2 and 3 (as described in ‘What do cookies do?’ above). If you fail to answer or select ‘No, I don’t accept these cookies’, Xxx.nl will place only type-1 cookies on your computer. You can always change your cookie preferences later.
Do you want to refuse all cookies? You can do so via your web browser settings. For more information about cookies and deactivating cookies, go to the website Waarschuwingsdienst.nl (in Dutch).
Cookies used by Xxx.nl
Below, we describe all the cookies used by Xxx.nl. They are listed under types 1, 2 and 3 (as described in ‘What do cookies do?’ above).

Essential cookies (type 1)
The following Xxx.nl cookies are essential for viewing the website:

	Name
	Validity period
	Purpose

	toestemmingvoorcookies
	5 years
	Remembers whether you accept type-2 and type-3 cookies. This cookie also contains a unique number to show that you have accepted it.

	_rijksoverheid_session
	Until the end of your visit
	Remembers whether you have subscribed (or unsubscribed) to a newsletter. This cookie ensures that information meant for your computer goes only to your computer and not to anyone else’s.

	_persberichten_session
	Until the end of your visit
	Remembers whether you have subscribed (or unsubscribed) to press releases.


If you refuse to accept type-1 cookies, the website will be difficult for you to use.
Tracking cookies (type 2)
Xxx.nl collects information to compile anonymous statistics about visits to the website. To do so, it uses a tool called Digital Analytix, made by Comscore. When processing this information, Xxx.nl adheres strictly to privacy legislation [LINK].

The website uses cookies and Java script codes to store five pieces of information:
· your internet provider’s IP address;
· the web browser you use (Chrome, Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, etc.);
· the page from which you entered Xxx.nl;
· when and for how long you visit Xxx.nl;
· the pages on Xxx.nl you view.

	Name
	Validity period
	Purpose

	s1
	1,825 days
	Gives every computer a unique ID. Counts the number of unique visits to the various pages of Xxx.nl.

	ns_session
	Until the end of your visit
	Together with the s1 cookie, identifies individual visits to Xxx.nl.

	ns_cookietest
	Until the end of your visit
	Ascertains whether your web browser is technically capable of accepting cookies.


Xxx.nl occasionally conducts user surveys with the help of online questionnaires. The results make it possible to continue improving the website. Cookies are essential not only for saving information, but also for remembering whether you are willing to take part in such surveys. When processing this information, Xxx.nl adheres strictly to privacy legislation [LINK].
The cookies used are:

	Name
	Validity period
	Purpose

	ST_firstVisit
	91 days
	Records the time of your first visit to Xxx.nl.

	ST_lastVisitTime
	0 days
	Records the time of your current visit to Xxx.nl.

	ST_numberOfVisits
	91 days
	Records the number of your visits to Xxx.nl.

	ST_status
	1 day
	Records your preference regarding participation in online surveys.


If you refuse these cookies, your use of the website will not be affected.

Third-party cookies (type 3)
While viewing Xxx.nl, you may wish to use handy extras, like Google, Facebook or Twitter. If so, these websites will place a cookie on your computer. Xxx.nl has no influence on what third parties do with their cookies.

You can refuse these cookies on Xxx.nl. If you do so, you will be unable to use these extra services. Your refusal will not affect your use of other websites.
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